302                 Saint-Simon

four thousand livres the King had given her every
month should be continued, and should be brought to
her the first day of every month by the Due de Noailles,
who had apparently induced the Prince to pay this
visit, and promise this present. He said to Madame de
Maintenon that if she wished for more she had only
to speak, and assured her he would protect Saint-Cyr.
In leaving he was shown the young girls, all together
in classes.

It must be remembered, that besides the estate of
Maintenon, and the other property of this famous and
fatal witch, the establishment of Saint-Cyr, which had
more than four hundred thousand livres yearly income,
and much money in reserve, was obliged by the rules
which founded it, to receive Madame de Maintenon, if
she wished to retire there; to obey her in all things,
as the absolute and sole superior; to keep her and
everybody connected with her, her domestics, her
equipages, as she wished, her table, etc., at the expense
of the house, all of which was very punctually done
until her death. Thus she needed not this generous
liberality, by which her pension of forty-eight thou-
sand livres was continued to her. It would have been
quite enough if M. le Due d'Orleans had forgotten that
she was in existence, and had simply left her untroubled
in Saint-Cyr.

The Regent took good care not to inform me of his
visit, before or after; and I took good care not to re-
proach him with it, or make him ashamed of it. It
made much noise, and was not approved of. The Span-
ish affair was not yet forgotten, and the will and codicil
furnished other matter for all conversations.